BRAVEHEARTS 
RAJA RAJA 
CHOLA 


Arul Mozhi Varman was the younger son of the king of Thanjavur. 
Quiet, firm and dependable he won the heart of every person he 
met. However, it was his hot-headed brother who was heir to the 
throne, But no one could stand in the way of what destiny had in 
store for the young prince. By the strangest twists of fate, Arul 
ascended the throne as Raja Raja Chola, and proved to be one of the 
greatest rulers in the history of medieval India. During his 
30-year-reign the Chola empire not only became a formidable 
maritime power but was also a hub of art and architecture. 
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RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


A Ü , 


ABOUT A THOUSAND YEARS AGO, PARANTAKA CHOLA I RULED OVER TANJAVUR IN SOUTH 
INDIA, HE HAD THREE CHILDREN. » АРІТУА KARIKALAN, ARUL MOZHI VERMAN AND KUNDAVAI. 


BOTH KARIKALAN AND KUNDAVAI LOVED |— Pe 
THEIR YOUNGER BROTHER. Г esas r اا‎ 
“ ¿ ` 


3 —— ا 
ҮОЦ?РЕ LATE,‏ 
ARUL. FATHER‏ 
HAS SENT FOR‏ 
ME. |?LL HAVE ТО‏ 
GO NOW.‏ 


AH! THERE N T 
HE COMES! 
HOW WELL / 
HE RIDES | 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


AAJA” A /VE AND ARROGANT YOUTH. HE WAS UNPOPULAR WHEN DO ГЕТ MAY LEAVE | | 46 THE COMMANDER TOOK THE HINT AND 
AND HAD May ENEMIES. ت ا‎ = WE GOP AT ONCE. BUT І | | LEFT THE CHAMBER — p= — 
[[ =l | WOULD FIRST q à 
LIKE TO HAVE A 7 Mr SONS, 
\ \ FEW WORDS MY HEART |S 


WHY, DEAR 
} FATHER ? LET US 
Ф SHARE YOUR 


® 


WITH YOU IN 
PRIVATE. 
е 5) 


THE WORST OF THEM WAS THE COMMANDER OF PAKAN7AKA?S ARMY. HE 
GLARED AT KARIKALAN AG НЕ STOOD BEFORE THE KING. 


YEARS AGO UTTAMA’S 7 BUT | HAVE 
SAINTLY FATHER GAVE | EEN РЕО- 
лала ІТ UP TO HIS BROTHER,/CLAIMED THE 
| BELONGS TO MY COUSIN] | | my FATHER. UTTAMA, / YUVARAJAS 
> UT TAMA CHOLA ыы NOW WANTS THIS COMES AS 
\ IT BACK. NA SHOCK ТО МЕ. 
Z< N WHAT SHALL 
1 DO? 


MEAN, FATHER? | DON?T 
> UNDERSTAND! 2 


OUR COUNSELLORS s Ц унат ABOUT ME, Ñ CERTAINLY | THAT’S Û | 
SAY THAT VIRA РАМОУА \ WILLINGLY, | |FATHER? MAY 1 \WHAT | HAD HOPED] | 
OF MADURAI HAS GROWN \ FATHER. | TO HEAR YO А 
TROUBLESOME.CAN YOU 

а TEACH HIM A 


* CROWN PRINCE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA | RAJA RAJA CHOLA 
| A2PANTAKA COULD NOT BEAR TO SEE KARIKALAN'S WHEN YOU COME 


| CRESTFALLEN FACE. Е =m BACK VICTORIOUS 
= 


FROM BATTLE, THE 
Ы 


PEOPLE WILL CLAM- 
OUR FOR YOU. THE 
COWARD UTTAMA 
, WILL NOT STAND 

е. А CHANCE. 


AT THAT MOMENT, VANDIYA DEVAN, А CLOSE 
FRIEND OF KARIKALAN, WALKED IN. 
(222 AH! THEN 


THERE IS SOME TRUTH 
IN THE RUMOURS VE 
HEARD.WHAT DO YOU 


| FOLLOWED BY ARUL, KARIKALAN WENT ТО 


«HE HAS ` май 


Т 7 
| 
MANY STRONG PLEASE | KUNDAVAl, AND UNBURDENED HIS HEART. 
SUPPORTERS — GIVE ME | — — — 
AMONG THEM | LEAVE TO GO | 1 ...тне MEANS | 
THE COMMANDER] AWAY AND \ THAT | SHALL NOT سے‎ 
| oF ОЈР ARMY | THINK OVER \ SUCCEED DO NOT 
AND HIS WIFE, WHAT YOU'VE » FATHER. FRET, DEAR 
МАМОІМІ. AND SAID, ZA я 
THEY HATE FATHER, 
rou. 
NO, BROTHER. YOU MUST ARUL IS RIGHT, 
DO YOUR DUTY, OBEY KARIKALAN, YOUR 
THE WISHES OF FATHER 15 STILL 


THE KING. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
THE NEXT DAY, KARIKALAN AND ARUL RODE 
OUT TO MADURAI WITH THEIR FORCES. 


| THE TWO ARMIES MET—THE MIGHTY CHOLAS AND THE VALIANT FANDYAS. 


THE BATTLE RAGED THROUGH THE DAY. 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


KARIKALAN AND ARUL FOUGHT FEARLESSLY. BUT VIRA PANDYA AND HS MEN PUT UP A STOUT 
RESISTANCE, — — 


OUR MEN ARE BRAVE BUT WE 
Wî ARE OUTNUMBERED.O GOD, 
LET US NOT SUFFER 


TOWARDS SUNSET, HOWEVER, THE CHOLA ARMY GOT THE 
| z 1 HAND AND GECIMATED THE PANDYA 
\\ FORCES. MRA PANDYA LOST HOPE. 


THERE’S NO POINT IN 
x CONTINUING THE BATTLE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ee‏ - - س 
KARIKALAN, HOWEVER, SAW HIM FLEE.‏ | 
ЖО, = А = 4755‏ 
„МЕА PANDYA! NOT Ñ‏ 

еў JA А SINGLE PANDYA DE- 
= RVES TOLIVE. CER- / 

Ж 472” ЧЕ Ly NOT YOU 

THEIR CO WAROLY. 4 


=, шил AND WITHOUT CONSULTING ARUL, KARIKALAN 
|PURSUED THE RETREATING KING OF THE PANDYAS. 


SN’T THAT — тың. | HE HAS GONE AFTER 
KARIKALAN? WHERE ТТТ VIRA ANDY 
< 4% с 9 SWEARING TO KILL 
< : 


кере 


% ғу» 
د‎ 8 


FOLLOWED! IT’S 
KAPIKALAN, 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


OU Î не KNOWS HE’S BEING 
96-7) FOLLOWED. ғи RIDE OUT 
THROUGH THE TREES 
AND SURPRISE HIM 
FROM THE OPPOSITE Б 
DIRECTION. — Á 


PACE, A LITTLE LATER— 
AH! LL DISMOUNT °, 
AND REST HERE FOR 


+, ENTERED THE DILAPIDATED HOUSE | 
AND LAY DOWN TO REST. | == 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


[А FEW MINUTES LATER, KARIKALAN RODE UP AND LYSMOUNTED. 
Ака» ` ы HIS HORSE! 
5” у k. 6 THE WEAKLING 
е IS INSIDE. __ 
NS 
КҖ 
е 
| 
| ` 
Ша! 
ы. 
| та 
w. 
` 
| ` 


] ***KARIKALAN CHARGED INTO THE HOUSE, 


eq РООНФТНЕ GREAT 


VIRA PANDYA 


Г| _ EXHAUSTED ЗО 
SA AASOON! GET UR YOU, 


ВУ THEN ARUL REACHED THE SCENE. 


ALAS! 
1AM ТОО \ 
LATE.WHAT 
HAVE YOU 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


LEAVE ME ALONE. 
| DID WHAT | HAD 


BEYOND DOU8T HE J 
IS A GOOD WARRIOR. ARUL WOULD 
BUT THAT WAS A CRUEL NEVER HAVE 
THING TO DO— THE DONE THIS? 


IT WAS NEITHER 
CHIVALKOUS МО 
WISE OF YOU. 


KARIKALAN HAD ТО FACE THE HOSTILITY 


| Aue CONTEMPT OF HIS омм SOLDIERS 


[DON?T YOU KNOW?THE N 


WHEN THE TRIUMPHANT BROTHERS RETURNED 

HOME, ARUL DISCUSSED THE VICTORY AND 

KARIKALAN'§ DEED WITH KUNDAVA! AND 

VAND/YA DEVAN. “| m е < = 
| WISH HE HAD 


Беному MORE RESTRAINT.) ——~}_ | COMMANDERS WIFE, NANDIN!) 
š HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP BY / 
VIRA PANDYA. 


> | НЕ HAS ANTAGONISED /( WHY? 
3 THE COMMANDER / >— 
OF OUR ARMY. 


NOW EVEN KARIKALAN”S |) 
FRIENOS ARE DESERTING 
HIM ONE BY ONE. 


YOU HAVE ALWAYS VIF ONLY YOU KNEW 
BEEN LOYAL) WHY !DEAR,DEAR 22 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


JUST THEN,A GOURT ATTENDANT ENTERED 


APUL WAS DELIGHTED, 


У ARUL,MY SON,YOU HAVE | 

ALWAYS SHOWN GREATER 

\ RESTRAINT THAN YOUR WHERE TO 

_ BROTHER. SO | HAVE I 
DECIDED TO SEND 


FATHER? 2 № 
YOU ОМ АМ 


ASSIGNMENT. š 


KING MAHENDRA Қ 
HAS RISEN IN RE- 
BELLION. GO 


| CANNOT WAIT 


TO LEAVE, FATHER, \ 
J AMM EAGER FOR / Í; 
VICTORY ! м 7) 
5 тере %? 
2 1 2 


п Sy | 
К? / 


сг а 


= 
` 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


BEFORE DEPARTING 
BELOVED; THE 


(DONT WEEP, 
МАМАТІ. 4 


FOR SHAME, VANATI.A 
NOBLE PRINCE’S DUTY 
IS TO FIGHT, WHAT 15 
MORE, ARUL |S 
DESTINED TO 
BE KING ONE 
DAY. 


HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN | HAVEN? T, BUT WE ARE ІМ 
UNCLE UTTAMA AND MY ' 2 NEED OF A BRAVE, NOBLE 
ELDER BROTHER? KING, MAY ALL SUCCESS BE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT LANKA — 


| THE NEXT DAY, АРА. AND HIG MEN SET GAIL ae 


ANKA, 
кайыл 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


TOMORROW WE 
ATTACK. LET US GET 
ALL THE REST WE 
CAN TONIGHT. GOOD- 

NIGHT, MY МЕМ. 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 
"“АМО OVERPOWERED THEM, MAHENDRA DECIDED 70 FLEE. 


SHALL | STOP HIM AND | 
FINISH HIM OFF, SIR ? 
IT SHOULD BE 


АЮШ? GENEROUS ACT MADE HIS 


> WHAT МЕ NEED 15 \ 
/ A KING OF HIS STATURE. 
| BRAVE AND STRONG 
\ YET COURTEOUS, KIND 
` AND CHIVALROUS, HE / 
`. BREATHES d 
lb»... NOBILITY, „4 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Г MEANWHILE, AT TANJAVUR, UTTAMA WAS CLOSETED WITH 
| THE COMMANDER OF THE CHOLA ARMY AND HIS WIFE, 


=== was: z = 

МАМАЈ сат. COWARD KARIKALAN /вл ONLY THE 
Ў WAS EARNED THE ADMIRATION {| CONTEMPT OF | 
ҚМ OF THE KING: THE PEOPLE. |S 
THEY HATE Va 

HIM FOR HIS (2 

UNCHIVALROUS 22. 
YS, ACT “3 


ШЕР 


РУ н, DEAR HUSBAND, 7% 
| THEN AVENGE THE DEATH 

OF МІРА PANDYA, WHO 
\ BROUGHT ME 


AND MAKE THE WAY 
CLEAR FOR ARUL? THE 
PEOPLE LOVE HIM AND 
HE IS THE SON OF 
THE KING! ; 


UP, KILL 


NO, !F YOU KILL 
KARIKALAN, ARUL 
WILL BE FRIGHT- 
ENED AWAY, 


AND PLL GET 
THE THRONE. 


SHE’S RIGHT, 
| MUST MAKE SURE 

4 PRINCE | CAN 
5. COMMAND 16 CROWN? 
ED KING — SOMEONE 
UKE UTTAMA, 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


[ PLEASE MEET ME, | 
| ALONE, TONIGHT AT | 
THE OLD RUINS. 


kau E= 
( 
ТА 


ey 


/ YES, SIR. DO 
NOT WORRY, ІТ 
WILL ALL WORK AS 
\ PLANNED. | MUST; 
N LEAVE NOW. 


“> — 


THe COMMANDER THEN TURNED ТО А RUFEIAN IN H5 | 


7 Т 
| THE MEN WILL ВЕ | 
\ WAITING FOR HIM J 
КАТ THE RUINS 


~ = 


ase 
” 
N A 


WHEN KARIKALAN RECEIVED THE NOTE -ң| 1 WONDER WHY VANDIYA DEVAN) 
[|| — E SN HAS ASKED ME ТО MEET HIM | 
“( А THERE. STRANGE ! BUT 170 
N BETTER GO. ^ 


N 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WAITED AT THE RUINS — 
LET US DO IT ТО- 
GETHER, BUT QUICK 
Ly AND QUIETLY. 


THOUGH THEY HAD SPOKEN IN WHISPERS, 
KARIKALAN’S EARS WERE SHARP М. 


| IT WAS DAWN WHEN THE RUTHLESS KILLERS RODE BACK 70 THE CITY. 
| Have (Оо HE ЧЕ % RDERED! | = 
I - ч MURDERED! 
THE NEWS? THE ET \ THE KING WILL \y 
YUVARAJA НА5 taney, 
BEEN Ml = 


HAVE TO RECALL J 
ARUL FROM / f 


ЕСЕРЕС, 
ы 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 
>s. 
THE NEWS SOON REACHED THE PALACE, 


و 
Он PRINCESS,‏ / 
THE YUVARAJA‏ 


HAS BEEN MURDERED! 
NEAR THE RUINS? 


KUNDAVAL WAS SHOCKED. ı7 CANNOT 
ЭО, ВЕ TRUE.IT’S) 


ВР” 


/ АН! MY DEAR 
— FRIENDIWHO COULD 
жаға HAVE DONE THIS 
FOUL DEED! 
N MUST GO TO тне 4 
KING. 


| 
| VANDIVA DEVAN RODE OUT TO тне | А 
ING Э 9 I ; 


ç 


| 


| 
| 
| 


5T BROKE DOWN WHEN | 
- : 5 


sa —‏ کک 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


[ THEN, CONTROLING HIMSELF HE LOOKED UR 


- NEY, тет - - 
me | ҚОЗЫ DEON | MUST HAVE 
|! | 


ING ARUL BACK A 
| eres ONCE. ZL UTTAMA CROWNED 
A шайы „ BEFORE ARUL Í 


a = RETURNS.‏ وپ 


7 \ 
+° 
— <. 


А FEW DAYS LATER, AT LANKA А PALACE 
ATTENDANT STOOD ВЕРО 


WHEN THE MESSENGER WALKED //— 


П] VANDIYA DEVAN | — - е; 


\ WHAT BRINGS / BRING BAD NEWS; 
KARIKALAN HAS BEEN 


YOU HERE? 
MURDERED, YOUR 
A FATHER NEEDS 
Ry, co 


ы ОУ/М . 


ү 


| 
! 


COME SIT 
` 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


[ ARUL BORE THE NEWS BRAVELY AND CALMLY, 


[( BUT SIR— THE \ 
N. WEATHER... / 


368 


ILET US LEAVE 
| IMMEDIATELY, 
БР. 


VANDIYA DEVAN SET гта | 


> 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


е DEVAN, HOWEVER, SURVIVED AND TOOK SHELTER WITH 
BUDDHIST MONKS AT NAGAPATTINAM. Г--------- SOME 


| ANWHILE AT TANJAVUR, THE COMMANDER PRESSED THE AILING 
KING TO INSTALL UTTAMA AS THE CROWN PRINCE. ss 


DO NOT DELAY YES, YES! | KNOW, 
BUT LET ARUL 
RETURN. 


pa 


Са \ 
> 


_ | 
£ Sy 


AT THAT MOMENT ARUL АМО VANDIYA DEVAN 
WALKED IN, Т 5 


YES, FATHER, 


DECEIVE ME Я HAVE СОМЕ, 


S THAT YOU 


= 
( АМО RUINED 

MY PLANS. J 
Аба 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


ARUL, MY DAYS ARE 
NUMBERED. WHAT SHOULD 

| DO? YOUR BROTHER IS | 
DEAD. WE HAVE NO 
YUVARAJA AND +. 


ARUL UNDERSTOOD WHAT A/S | PARANTAKA WAS RELIEVED, | 
FATHER FOUND DIFFICULT TO UTTER. = = 


FATHER | SHALL MAKE 


1 1 KNEW | COULD ` 
Қи ON «ме 


ARRANGEMENTS | NOBLE, DUTIFUL , Б” т 
FOR UTTAMA TO BE 


INSTALLED AS | 


T77 
РІ?! AND VANOIVA DEVAN LEFT PARANTAKA AND WENT 70 SEE UTTAMA. 


ІМ ARULIVANDIYA N WHAT YOU HEARD 
DEVAN !YOU ARE WAS TRUE. OUR 
Nae SHIP SANK, 


N | THOUGHT + BUT WE 
і SURVIVED, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN THE INTERESTS OF OUR KINGDOM / ee 
LET US QUARREL NO MORE, UNCLE, IT, / PROVE YOURSELF 
IS Мү FATHER’S WILL AND MINE £ WORTHY AND RULE 
THAT YOU BE INSTALLED AS „/ WISELY. a 


~ _ 
( WHAT A NOBLE SOULS 
( HE HAS MY RESPECT 
~ AND ADMIRATION. J 
=< 2 A Ay 2 


| ОТТАМА COULD NOT BELIEVE HIS EARS. ۴ БІ 


BUT...DON PT \1 DID ONCE HOPE БІ” 
YOU WANT TO J то SUCCEED му \ = | 
ВЕ KING? /BROTHER.BUT NOT 
үг AFTER | LEARNED 
THAT THE RIGHT TO 
аш THRONE WAS 


NOT LONG AFTER, 

PARANTAKA DIED. | 

DO NOT WEEDS — 
SISTER.WE HAVE \_ 
WORK AHEAD OF 

| 18.1 HAVE TO ç 

| PLACE UTTAMA _, у 
| ON THE THRONE, ; 


YOUR MARRIAGE 
TO ME, KUNDAVAI. 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


UTTAMA?S CORONATION SOON TOOK PLACE, 


THE KING SHALL 
HAVE OUR LOYALTY. 
ARUL SUPPORTS LON 
ARUL MOZHI | 


É 


Nan‏ ا 


KUNOAVAL'S 


= 


FEW WEEKS LATER, ARUL AND VANDIYA DEVAN МЕРЕ TOGETHER IN 


| 

| 

| 

ЕГ = 
Root. г 


HOW AUCH 


LEARNED SISTER 


THEN WHY 
DON’T YOU UNITE 
US FOR EVER Ir 


CAUGHT OFF HER GUARD, KUNDAUAl COULD ONLY | 
TURN AWAY BASHFULLY, == 


ARUL WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED. 
HE HAD NEVER SUSPECTED THAT HIS 
FRIEND LOVED HIS SISTER. 


n : 
| WITH PLEASURE, 
VANDIYA DEVAN, 
IF KUNDAVAI 16 
_ WILLING. 


HA 


2, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AS ARUL WALKED OUT OF | 


HE WENT 70 VIKRAMA KESI. | MY SON, | HAVE BEEN ` 


—T-T 


i RO ОО, мот] 
| NOT KEEP VANATI | 
N WAITING ANY | 
, LONGER. 


UNCLE, THE PERIOD OF 
MOURNING FOR MY FATHER 
IS OVER, VANATI 

AND | HAVE 


WAITING FOR THIS DAY, 


í 


POSSIBLE. 


>—ss 


THE WEDDING OF ARUL TO VA 
ON THE GAME DAY, - 


| 


ARUL AND VA 


АМО IN TIME, A SON RAJENDRA AND A DAUGHTER KUNDAV! WERE BORN 70 ! 


ATI AND KUNDAVAl ТО VANDIVA DEVAN WERE PEPFOPMED 


ATI, or 


„ы 


Ет Е 


П 


| RAJA RAJA CHOLA 

| TWELVE YEARS HAD СОМЕ BY. UTTAMA CHOLA WA АРШ. HURRIED ТО HIG UNCLES BEDSIDE. 
| 

| 

| 


— те 
| АМ DYING AND HAVE NO 
STRENGTH,! WANT TOTEL 
YOU THAT | AM INDEBTED ТО 
YOU. YOU WILL МАКЕ A 


jJ HAVE BEEN. rz 


\ TIRE YOURSELF, 


ONE DAY VANDIVA DEVAN CAME TO НІМ. 


—— 


SOON АҒ TER, UT TAMIA CHOLA DIED, АРОЛ. MOZH/ 
VARMAN WAS CROWNED RAJA RAJA CHOLA AND 
KUNDAVAI, CO-RULER, 


GAIN IN 
S, THIS TWE | 


US» IN / 
LEAGUE WITH He 4 
CHERA KING, _ 


CHITRA KATHA 


AS THEY PODE 


^^ 
A 


UT ON THE 


CAMPAIGN — | 


ا 


RAJA RAJA CHOLA 


VICTORY | ч 
( то RAJA РАЈА } 


VANDIYA DEVAN, 74 
| SINCE BOTH KINGS 
HAVE SURRENDERED, 
LET US RETURN Д 


BACK IN TANUAVUR —| 


` BROTHER, 
OUR REIGN HAS 
\ STARTED 


В 


| 
КЕ THe cates ` | 
PUSH ON, “Шул. NOT HOLD 
CHOLA ` ғо LONG. 


) SOLDIERS! AVE 
> ЕЕ 


ж” 
/ BUT WE HAVE 7 
/ NEWS THAT THE N 
Í KING OF LANKA |5 
| UP IN ARMS AGAIN. 
WE WILL HAVE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


É THEY DISCUSSED THE STRATEGY THEY 
SH SE 


OULD ADOPT— ү 


FEAR OUR NAVY 
AS THEY DO 


BOTH AT SEA AND ON |‏ س 
LAND! LET ALL KINGS /‏ 


= 


WE WILL FIGHT THEM | 


/ 


7 


THE CHOLA SHIPS SET OFF ON THEIR FIRST NAVAL EXPEDITION. 


ку 
ШУ 


a Se 


саси 


КАЈА КАЈА CHOLA 


THEIR KING AWAY 
AND TAKEN THEIR 
TOWNS.FROM NOW 


We ON THIS PROV= 
кар; Я 


= 


LET US SET ) 
UP A NEW CAPITAL A , 


[ WHAT FURTHER CONQUESTS J must HE FOREVER | 
BE PLANNING CON / 


/, 


AS THE YEARS ROLLED 


5 
„ THOSE WHO 


AH, VANATI. 

IDID NOT WA 
WAR WHERE 
WOULD OUR 
KINGDOM BE? 


CHOLA'S PRESTIGE АВ А POWERFUL BUT JUST 
0 SOUGHT ASYLUM WITH HIM 


RULER GREW. HIG ENEMIES НЕ QUE! ШОК л ДЫ те ye 


OT DO 50 IN VAIN, SUCH WAG THE 


31 


